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of his necessity rather than of his faith had caused him to do it.
With these he coupled many other sound reasons touching his
purpose. Then the king replied to him in a few words, and
devoted -great care and much wisdom to everything, expressing
great pleasure at their meeting and even more pleasure at his
final intention to be a Christian. Therefore he gave him hope in
this world of assistance in his cause and of restoration to his
kingdom, and in the other that of glory and eternal salvation.
Thereupon, he dismissed him, and Bemoym went to speak to
the queen and to the prince, before whom he made a short
speech, in which with shrewd judgment and very natural
dignity he asked them for favour and assistance with the king.
The queen and the prince dismissed him, shewing him much
honour and kindness. Then, on another day, Bemoym came to
speak with the king, and, alone and apart, with an interpreter,
they both conversed for a long time. Here Bemoym again re-
counted his affairs with great prudence; and he also replied very
wisely and exactly to the questions which the king asked him,
and the king remained very satisfied with this. In his honour
the king ordered bull-fights and tournaments, and he held
fancy-dress balls and dances, and in order that he might see
them he gave orders for a chair to be placed at the upper end of
the state room opposite the king. Moreover, it was the king's
wish that Bemoym, before becoming a Christian, should first be
instructed in matters of the faith; for Bemoym was of the sect
of Mafamede in whom he believed, because of his being a
neighbour of, and dealer with, the Azanegues, and he had some
knowledge of the contents of the Bible. For this reason, theo-
logians and learned men conversed with him and taught and
advised him. Then it was decided that he should see and listen
to a mass for the king, and this mass was said in pontifical and
with great formality and ceremonial in the church of Santa
Maria de Todolos Santos. Bemoym with his men and with
learned Christians was in the choir, and, at the elevation of the
body of Our Lord, when he saw all on their knees with their
hands raised in the act of prayer, his hand went up to the cap
which he had on his head; and thus, like everybody, with his
knees on the ground and his head uncovered, he prayed. Then